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ISSllE NO. 6
FEATURING MAY MESSAGES

J(evelatio11 of Jesus eltrist
By Dr. Lloyd T. Anderson

It was Dr. Oswald Ellis who once commented on Revelation 1 :5, "Upon the mention of
the name of Olrist John breaks into a glorious description of praise when he says,
'Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, And hath made
us kings and priests unto God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. .Noon.' It is just as though while John was dictating the mind of the
Holy Spirit, when he came to the mention of the name of Jesus, he could be seated
no longer. But John arose and then he must have knelt in adoration, glory, worship
and exaltation at the very name of the Son of God, our Saviour. We see the
spontaneity of that paean of praise like the bursting forth of a mountain stream in
all of its sparkling and songful fulness." John is not alone in his spontaneous
doxology. He is one with the rest of the apostles. Consider such passages as
Ephesians 3:21, 22; I Timothy 1:17;· and Jude 24 and 25. What unspeakable adoration
these faithful men had for the Lord Jesus C1irist. Their hearts were filled beyond
measure and overflowing.
There are three things John speaks of as a part of our reason for worship in
Revelation 1:5. They are "unto Him that loved us," "unto Him that washed us from .
our sins in His own blood," and "unto Him that hath made us kings and priests unto
God and His Father." What wonderful truths are contained herein. Let us consider
each of them.
We can understand hew Jesus could have pitied us and had compassion upon us. What
a remarkable thing, however, that He should love us! The love is first before any
washing takes place. He loved us while we were foul, tnlclean and spiritually unwashed. He loves us just as we are in our sins.
In the days of the apostle John the individual counted for nothing in the Roman
Empire. The oppressed millions were just so many pieces of chattel property, deprived of citizenship and made pawns of the government. Many of them were slaves.
In a sense, it was very much like our own day. What is an individual, a soul
among the millions who are trodden tnlder foot in Communist countries of the world?
On this vast modern assembly line J what is one man tightening up a bolt here or
there, or whatever? What is man in the millions of humanity who make up the vast
population of this earth today? What is he but an insect which dies in the morning
or a leaf that falls to the ground? No wonder the Psalmist was moved to declare,
''When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which
thou hast ordained, what is man, that thou art mindful of him? And the son of man,
that thou visi test him?" (Psalm 8: 3, 4) • Yet, God loves us as individuals even
though we are one among the three billions of the earth's population. He even knows
us by name (John 10:3). Before the foundation of the world had ever been laid,
Jesus C1irist, God the Father, God the Holy Spirit, loved us. After His resurrection,
ascended back up to glory, Qirist still loves us. When the sun has gone out and the
stars are but cinders like ashes on the hearth, He still loves you and me. Who can
comprehend or enter into the breadth, the length, the heighth, the depth of the love

of 01.rist which passes all understanding and all knowledge (Rom. 8:38).
John also says that our Saviour "washed us from our sins in His own blood." In the
original however the word for washed is in the aorist tense which means one great
overwhel~ing act.' While he used "love" in the present tense, meaning that God loves
us continuously, always and forever, yet "washed" denotes one great mighty atoning
act. We can't work nor refonn for cleansing. It is something we receive by faith
from the gracious hand of the lovely Lord. He washed us in that awful hour of
world history when rren nailed Him to the cross. And all who receive by faith that
atoning grace and favor are innnediately cleansed, forgiven and eternally saved.
The washing is not a process or a continuous action .as with the word "love." It
is a once for all transaction.
Many ancient manuscripts make this phrase to read, "Who has freed (or loosed) us
from our sins in His own blood.'' The imagery contained in this word ''freed'' is
very plain. In John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, the Pilgrim is not only dressed in
rags, but he also has a burden on his back. AS he reads the book weeping, the
evangelist points him to the cross. There, Pilgrim's burden rolls away. Similarly,
all of us are bound down by the weight of our iniquity. This is why Paul exclaimed,
"Oh, wretched man that I am. Who shall deliver me from the bondage of this death?"
Each of us is that wretched man. All of the philosophies of the world are simply
sterile and barren. All of the religions are powerless and comfortless. We are
but dust and ashes until Jesus 01.rist sets us free from our sins in His own precious
blood.
Another of the descriptive names given to Jesus 01.rist in the book of Revelation is
"the first begotten of the dead." As such He is our Priest. We read of others in
the Bible who were brought back to physical life, only to die again. This was true
of Lazarus. Oirist was the first and only one to enter into this new indestructible
life which is to endure throughout all eternity. He was raised from the dead in a
body that will never see death or corruption. In describing himself to John He
declared, "I am He that liveth and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevennore."
How wonderful it is to know that death will have no more dominion over the Lord
Jesus Oirist. He died once and for all. But now He has been raised once and for
all as well (Romans 6:10). The Saviour has provided the same kind of life for
everyone who believes and trusts in Him.
The Word of God tells us we are fellow-heirs with Jesus Oirist (Romans 8:17). In a
~pirit~al sense we have also received Him as our life and live in His life. A day
is coming when we will even sit on the right hand of the throne on high together
with Oirist because we are born again (Rev. 3:21). There is nothing that can conqu~r.the be~iever if by faith we take our place with Oirist, having Him as our
spiritual life.
·
Oirist is also the "prince of the kings of the earth" (Rev. 1:5). This means He
the affairs and destinies of men and even nations. Thousands of years ago,
King NebucJ:adnezzar from the land of Babylon learned through God's discipline that
the Most High rules over the affairs of rren. He gives power to whomsoever He will.
Early rulers took it upon themselves to crush the church out of existence. Human
leaders may have political power over the lives of individual Oiristians but these
men do not have the final power which belongs only to Oirist. One of th~se days He
will come again to rule in the position which is rightfully His. At the present
time the devil is the usurper of world rulership. His power is only temporary.
Make no mistake, Satan will not succeed in overthrowing God. This wicked rebellion
against God, which started at the tower of Babel in the book of Genesis, continues
to our own day.
d~rects

In Revelation we have a picture of the completeness of God. The message is "from
Him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are
2

before His throne; and from Jesus OlYist, who is the faithful witness" (1:4). In
John 1:14 we read, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld
his glo:ry, the glo:ry as of the only begotten of the FatJ:er), full of grace and
truth." (This is brought to us from yet another angle 1n the book of Hebrews
chapter 1 verses 1 to 3). In Exodus 3:14 the Lord is fi:st_introduced as J~hovah,
who has neither beginning nor ending. What we know of Him 1n the past He will become
to us now· and what He is to us now, He will always be to us in the endless future.
This is the wonderful God from whom this peace is expressed (1:4-8). He is the
innnutable or unchanging One who is the same yesterday, today and forever. For both
Gentile and Jew, Jesus Christ is the coming One, He is the Messiah of Israel, the
Redeemer of His people, and the One who greets His own with both grace and peace.
Notice also the opening greeting, "And from the seven spirits who · are before His
throne." This refers to the Holy Spirit in all of His completeness and perfection
before the Lord. He is the executive director of the works of God on behalf of man.
He is the divine administrator. What God the Father and God the Son purpose and
plan, God the Holy Spirit brings to pass and fruition. He is the one who is the
helper alongside the believer, just as Christ promised.
The word "seven" is used 54 times in the book of Revelation. Another significant
number is "three." This speaks of the trilme God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It
also carries with it the thought of perfection. The Holy Spirit's administration of
the will of the Father and of the Son is absolutely perfect and complete.
When Christ was here on the earth, He was empowered by the seven- fold Spirit of God.
Reference is to the one Holy Spirit who has seven different kinds of ministries and
administrations. Notice Isaiah 11:2 where we find a prophetic clue to the meaning,
"And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom (Christ had
the wisdom given Him by the Holy Spirit), and understanding (we cannot understand of
ourselves but He helps us tnlderstand), the spirit of counsel (He will counsel us so
we can help other people), and might (He is the Spirit of might, the power of deity
in Christ who is our power), the spirit of knowledge (knowing and tnlderstanding the
things of God), and of the fear of the Lord (through Him we learn to reverence the
Lord) •" The Holy Spirit is all of these seven things (Rev. 1: 4) • He, in all His
perfection, is now at work in the church of Jesus Christ as well as in the life of
each individual believer (I Cor. 12:4-9).
There are also three titles of the Lord Jesus Christ revealed here. He "is the
faithful witness, the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of
the earth." In verses 5 and 6 it gives the added benediction, "Unto Him that loveth
us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us a kingdom of
priests llllto God and His Father." Christ is referred to in this three-fold manner
because He is Prophet, Priest and King.
J. M. Darby points out, "The word 'witness' comes from the same Greek root as does
the word 'martyr."' This especially fits the Lord Jesus Christ because He was a
witness for God even unto the death of the cross. During His public ministry He was
faithful in repeating to men the words that the Heavenly Father had given Him to
speak. Whether of judgment, atonement or love, He was always faithful in repeating
the words of His Father so that iren might understand God's truth.
In understanding more about the background of the writing of the book of Revelation
it would be helpful to know something about the Roman Empire at that particular tim~.
John would not have been exiled to the Isle of Patmos had it not been for the
persecution which broke out upon the Church of Jesus Christ tnlder Domitian, one of
the Caesars of ancient Rome. This was toward the end of the first century when the
rule of Rome reached its zenith. It covered the then-known civilized world from the
British Isles to the central part of Africa, from the Atlantic Ocean over to the
Euphrates River. At that time the Roman soldier was looked upon as being absolutely
3

invincible. The legionaries were garrisoned everywhere. Beca~e of the great
system of military highways, business was flourishing and expedited on every hand.
Rome was built upon two ideas: conquest and connnerce.
The lavish weal th of the upper ruling classes of the Roman Empire was beyond human
imagination. Seneca, the teacher of Nero, cynically remar~ed that the wealthy
ladies in Rone had two or three estates suspended from their ears because of the
wealth of the diamonds in their earrings. A patriot gave a dinner in honor of Nero
and spent more than $160,000 on roses alone.
Three out of every five people in the Roman Empire were slaves in the days of John.
Servants waited upon the Romans day and night. The poor crowded into Rome to receive doles and to watch the gladiatorial combats in the arenas and colossiums.
The city began to decay in wealth and luxury.
When Rome conquered a nation its religion was automatically recognized by law and
placed in the Pantheon in the city of Rome. The most perfectly preserved building
of antiquity is the Roman Pantheon. It was built first of all by Agrippa I in the
days of Julius Caesar (about 40-50 B. C.). It is a magnificent structure from an
architectural standpoint. In this facility all of the religions of the Empire
were seated. As long as Ouistiani ty appeared to be just a religious off-shoot of
Judaism, it remained lIDtouched. When this new faith was brought in by a dynamic
Oirist and a living witness to the world, innnediately the Roman Empire began to
persecute Oiristianity. It looked upon it as a rival to the worship of the emperors
of Rome.
One of the reasons Oiristianity was persecuted was that it demanded lIDiversal
obedience to the King of heaven, Jesus Oirist, rather than to Caesar. Politicians
of the day manipulated religion for the state. One of the truest sentences ever
written was by Gibbon in his book, "The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire." He
points out, "To the people all religions were equally true. To the philosopher
all religions were equally flawless. But to the politician all religions were
equally useful."
In addition, Oiristianity refused to bow down before any kind of an idol. Oiristians
refused to tie idols on their chariots or to use them as amulets arolIDd their necks.
Roman society, like the Greeks, had their system built arolIDd the various guilds,
all of which had idols as patron saints of that particular order or union. When
Oiristians refused to belong to these groups and certainly would not bow down before
the queen of heaven or to enter into an idol temple, imnediately they were castigated
as atheists and bitterly hated. Every calamity of the Empire was blamed upon
Oiristians. As an example, if the river flooded, the Oiristians had offended the
gods. If there were military reverses on the battlefield, the Oiristians were
blamed for the defeat. Oiristians were then regarded as enemies of the state of
Rome.
Dr. Louis S. Oiafer has given us another reason why Olristians were persecuted.
The average lIDbelieving Roman received the rumor that Oiristians net secretly at
night in subterranean places where they ate flesh and drank blood. This is all they
~ew aJ:>out the observance of connnunion fellowship. The lIDbelievers then, as today ·
JUSt did not understand what the Oiristians were talking about.
Oiristians also offended the passive philosophers of that day because of their enthusiasm. They were evangelistic and fervent; they outshown the Roman philosophy
which was as dull as the dirt. The contrast was so noticeable that lIDbelievers
became jealous and sought to destroy those whom they considered enemies.
Corronerce was another reason for persecution.

Many made their money by producing
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idols and building little gods. This age-old quarrel of comrrerce with Christianity
continues all over the civilized world even today. Christians offended the manufacturers of things used to worship in heathen temples. Their converts turned aside
from the foolish wares and business definitely suffered.
Christians were persecuted because they refused to worship the emperor. They would
not bCM down before the image and the name of a man. Their homage would only be
before the Lord Christ. The Romans bitterly hated believers and they persecuted
relentlessly. Domitian vowed, "I will annihilate them." Many of them, being poor
and slaves, were looked down upon by the wealthy. It was fashionable to try to
destroy Christians in those days.
This was the very time when the book of Revelation was written by the apostle John.
He, too, because of the persecution of Dami tian, was exhiled to the is land in the
~diterraneano
His iressage was written to encourage the churches so that they might
stand up and be counted. There was no reason to be afraid but rather they should
have courage. They needed comfort in an hour of blood, trial and death.
One of the primary reasons for the book of Revelation is to give the yielded servants
of the Lord Jesus Christ the secret plans of God so that they needn't be confused or
perplexedo John writes to the seven churches which are in Asia. There were, of
course, far more than seven churches in this part of the world. However, these are
singled auto Since seven is also the number of completeness, we are sure of finding
th·e conditions prevailing in these listed congregations sufficient to illustrate the
complete message of God. Several different sets of conditions represent the picture
of what takes place throughout the age of the church from Pentecost lilltil the Rapture.
Churches differ from country to country and from denomination to denomination. In
almost any great center of the world today there are some churches with ministers
who have departed from the faith; others who compromise, others who are Bible lovers
and faithful to their duty of preaching the whole counsel of God. Some have a large
interest in foreign missions while others only have a large interest in "suppers and
socials." There are churches famous for their choirs, their architecture or their
liturgy, churches famous because of their depth of results achieved in the ministry
of the Word of Godo
The seven churches in the book of Revelation are in one way representative of all
the churches in the world. There is no condition of faithfulness or lillfai thfulness,
belief or lillbelief, which is not exemplified in the accolillt of these seven churches
in Revelation.
There is a wonderful benediction of grace and peace in the opening of this book
(1:4-8). In view of everything that is to follow, this is particularly notable.
Before the seals of judgment are broken and poured out, before the trumpets are
blown, before the bowls of God's judgment are spilled out completely, the Lord God
comforts the hearts of those in Olrist. He says, "Grace be lillto you, and peace." .
God's peace is to be within our hearts. These gifts are ours and cannot be
disturbed by terrible judgments which are to come. This testimony is different from
the salutations used in Paul's epistles. Here we have an Old Testament approach
even though it is found on the pages of the New Testament. God is spoken of as the
One "who is, and who was, and who is to come." Take a concordance and see
irrnnediately God's revelation of His name Jehovah. Here stands the great "I Am" who
revealed Him.5elf to Moses.
In Revelation we have the fulfillment, the capstone of all Old Testament revelation.
The book llllfolds the activity of God as He puts out His hand in government upon
Israel, the Church and the world system.
There are two ways of looking at the book of Revelation, bringing clarity to that
5

which many people may find confusing. The one principle is the major portion of
this book belongs entirely outside the age of the church and that regathered Israel
is the center of the scene. The church does not even appear in the suggestion.
The other principle is discovered in that which has been revealed to us in the use
of the Old Testament name for Jehovah. He is the one who is, who was and who shall
come. These concepts can be the guiding principle of the study of Revelation.
Elsewhere in the Bible the same syrrbols are used in such a way that the meanings
become very clear to us. All that is obscured in the Old Testament prophecies can
be known here in the book of Revelation. The eternal Jehovah God moves forth in
judgment. He reveals His eternal purpose to His own servants.
Dr Wo B. Riley pointed out, "There is a great lesson at this particular point which
we must not fail to noteo There are thousands who say that the God of the New
Testament is different from the God of the Old Testarrent, that simple love has superseded what they call the tribal god borrowed from the Philistines in the Old Testament. But Scripture tells us in John 1:18 that the only begotten Son, who is in
the bosom of the Father, has declared the God of the Old Testament. In fact, He
has revealed God fully to us. When there was a shadow in the Old picture, light
has come in the New. Where there was a partial meaning in the Old Testament, there
is now completeness of that portrayal in the New Testarrent. The dim gives place to
the clear. Jehovah of the Old Testament is none other than the glorious God in
three persons in the New Testament. In the New Testament we find glorious truth as
the fulfillment of the Old, because the Spirit sings in every line and the church
joins in praise to Him who loved and cleansed us from our sins in His own precious
blood." Many are the syrrbols in the book of Revelation which seem to be so
allegorical but which are revealed in meaning through other passages of Scripture.
This is the only proper way to study the book of Revelation.
0

There is a wonderful, special promise attached to the book of Revelation. It declares, "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is at han~' (1:3).
It was Nonnan B. Harrison who declared, "There are two extreme attitudes regarding
Revelation. There are those who say it ought to be abandoned by all serious Bible
students. They look upon the Revelation as a collection of baseless fantasies.
Sorre of them describe it as a compilation of Jewish apocalyptic fragments that some
llllknown Christian in the ages past put together and tried to give a Christian touch.
Even Martin Luther at one time refused to include Revelation in his canon of
Scripture because he felt no one could llllderstand it.
The other extreme involves those who are persuaded that about the only book in the
Bible really worth studying at all is the book of Revelation. They find here a map
with all details for the entire historical future. This inevitably includes the
studying of a date for the time of the end of the age. They are even rabid on their
specific views, so much so as to exclude all other biblical study as impractical.
When their chronological prophecies are not fulfilled they make the whole thing
look silly and ridiculous o"
Revelation should not follow either of these extremes to be helpful to our llllderstanding of God's trutho We should want to know both what the Lord has done and
said, as well as what we can expect to transpire on this earth in the future •
.As to what God has done, the book of Revelation shows to us He has given Christ an

incomparably, celestially ineffable reward for what the Saviour did for us on the
cross of Calvary. This llllveiling and manifestation of Christ shows Him as the rightful CMner, Ruler and King of things in heaven and things in earth. Jesus Christ
was raised from the dead and received up into glory. Yet, these honors, great as
they may be, , are not the end of what God will yet bes tow upon our wonderful Saviour.
6

Given to Jesus in God's judgment was a fitting reward for what the Redeemer has done.
The book of Re~lation conceTils itself with this concept. The holy angels of heaven
colfilted it an honor to signify that unveiling which God has given to our Lord. And
the apostle John, "the disciple of love," conscientiously wrote all this so that we
could see, accept and believe the truth.
We can gain strength from the mystery of the virgin birth of Olrist and the hlllllbling
of our Saviour from His birth and condescension. We can receive courage from His
prayers and temptations, as well as His sorrows and His griefs. Certainly the unveiling of His deity is an encouragement to us with further blessing from the
message of His cross, the outpouring of His life and the spilling of His blood.
All of these things are for our salvation and spiritual sustenance. Then, with what
irrnneasurably grateful exaltation and praise should we look upon the great and ultimate reward that God has bes towed upon His Son for all He has done for us. This
is just exactly what the book of Revelation is all about. The bestowal of this
celestial reward upon Olrist is the first thing God has done in this wonderful
portion of His Word.
There is a second thing God has revealed in this last book of the Bible. He has
given to us an msealed open testimony. John bore record of what God said and did.
The apostle, under the Holy Spirit's inspiration, conscientiously, faithfully and
minutely wrote everything down which was revealed to him through God's angel. We
read, as an example, "Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book; for the
time is at hand" (Rev. 2 2 : 10)
John "bore witness of the Word of God, and of the
testimony of Jesus Olrist, and of all things that he saw" (1: 2)
This was not true,
for example, with the writings of Danie 1. We re ad, "But thou, 0 Danie 1, shut up
the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end" (Daniel 12 :4). What was
sealed to Daniel was revealed to John and ultimately to us as well. Now, the
· Apocalypse has been revealed for the eyes of God's people to look upon from that
first day when the heavenly messenger came to the Isle of Patmos delivering the
testimony to the seven churches of the ancient world. That tremendous vision has
been kept open from that first day mtil this. Some of those messages are particularly pertinent for an accepted and elected time in the future.
o

o

You may be sure that all of the book of Revelation, from the beginning to the end,
is pertinent and profitable to all of us in all ages and at all times. God has not
given us a mystery or an enigma. He has presented an open, tmveiled revelation.
There is a real blessing that comes to any individual who studies biblical prophecy.
This doesn't mean that a minister should preach on it all the time to the exclusion
of everything else. There are other wonderful truths in the Word of God. Yet, I do
feel sorry for the church that never hears a message on biblical prophecy or the
second corning of Olrist. There is indeed a special blessedness in considering this
area of God's revealed Word and will.
Never forget these important words attached only to the book of Revelation, "Blessed
is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written in it; for the time is at hand." God says that Revelation
is especially precious and profitable. We ought to be very careful to study this
wonderful, precious book of the Bible.

VJt. Ande.Jt6 on ~ Pcv.,-toJt of)
Be:thany Bapfu,t Chwz.c.h,
We6-t Covina, Cal1_()oJtnia
Biola College
La Mirada, California
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91
By: Dr. Al Sanders
Little Johnny came home from his first day at school excited about what he had experienced. His mother asked him what it was that he had discovered in the classroom
for that very first day of his educational life. He responded brightly, "Well, I
learned that two and two makes five." His mother reasoned calmly, "But Johnny,
that's wrong." Whereupon the youngster simply shrugged his shoulders and offered,
''Well, in that case then I guess I really didn't learn anything!"
There are many lessons given to us in the Word of God. The unfortunate part is we
don't always get the message correctly. We interpret it in the wrong light, or with
an erroneous standard--like Johnny's 2 + 2 = S. Real Bible study isn't simply knowing about the words and their root meanings, but ratller it is the application of
Scriptural truths into a life that has been transformed by the Gospel of Jesus
Olrist.
·
Psalm 91 is one of the greatest areas for encouragement as we face these often dark
days. It's a fact that the real measure of a person cannot be judged by personal
talents, but rather by what it takes to discourage that individual. As believers in
Jesus Olrist we have an opportunity in this world to show victory over despair and
triumph over trials.
I was interested to read a commentary, which IlR.lSt be at least a century old, in which
a German physician, residing in the old city of St. Petersburg, Russia, frankly declared his views about this 9lst Psalm. Here is his diagnosis, "This passage is
the best preservative for times of cholera. It is truly heavenly medicine against
all plagues and pests." Although we've since learned a great deal about deadly
diseases and have all kinds of vitamin supplements, as well as being blessed with
healing drugs such as penicillin and antibiotics, yet that 19th century physician's
diagnosis stands correct. Psalm 91 is definitely God's best preservative; it is
truly heavenly roodicine.
This first verse is one which many of you have committed to memory, "He that dwelleth
in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty."
To be able to dwell somewhere means to be able to feel totally comfortable in every
aspect of the circumstances. The promises of God are liberally given throughout the
Bible. Further light is given in such Psalms as the 27th, where David comes to the
realization, "In the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavillion; in the
secret of His tabernacle shall He hide me.''

•

It is beautiful the way in which the Psalmist calls the Lord, "the most High." The
reason is, there is absolutely no one else to be compared to Hirn. He is Oillllipotent,
all powerful; oilllliscient, all knowing; and oillllipresent, everywhere present at the
same time •
When you stop to think about it, there are many, many gods bidding for our time every
8

moment of every day. When you' re in the secret place, nothing can possibly touch
you apart from the will of God. The God-promised abiding place, which is under
the shadow of the Almighty, can never be penetrated by any force of destruction,
human or demonic. It doesn't need any safety locks or burglar systems whatsoever.
It provides protection, provision and personal encouragement. These are the things
we all so desperately need.
I've been plagued, as I'm sure many of you have, with skin cancer.

As a result,

my dermatologist tells rre that I should make it a point to stay out of the sunshine. Whenever I have to go out into the sunlight I am always looking for a
place of shade and protection. Spiritually speaking, God's coverage is so ITR.lch
more beneficial. It doesn't keep us from ultra-violet rays, but from the cancer
of sin which continually seeks to overtake us. If you want to abide under the
shadow of God's almighty l.Illlbrella, then you need to walk close to Him. The
shadow provides assurance and security. The prophet Isaiah points out, "And the
work of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness
and assurance forever."
In his years of service for the Lord, Moses at one time felt a need to know where
God lived. This is recorded in Exodus 33. The old patriarch eames tly pled, "I
beseech Thee, show rre Thy glory." The Lord responded, "Thou canst nOt see My face
and live." Then God went on to allow, "Thou shalt stand upon a rock, and it shall
come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a cleft of the
rock and will cover thee with My· hand while I pass by." Taking that experience of
Moses and translating it, the New Testament clearly reveals that Christ is the Rock.
The second verse finds the Psalmist testifying, "I will say of the Lord, He is · my
refuge and my fortress: my God; in Him will I trust." Look at the important
affirmation of those first three words : "I will say." What could be more positive.
It doesn't suggest that he is going to teacll, to preach, to argue, to debate.
It is simply a presentation of God's Word. That's the all-important thing. Let's
make certain that our testimonies bear fruit, rather than just pointing others to
ourselves so that they think we are a little strange or weird. 1hat isn't what
Peter rreant when he wrote that we are a "peculiar people."
To take up a general truth and make it our awn by personal faith is really the
highest wisdom in all the world. ".!_will say," the Psalmist declares, "~ refuge,
my fortress, ~ God; in Him will .!_ trust." Don't keep the message of Gooto yourself. ~clare it to others.
During World War II President Harry Truman told his closest friends that he always
maintained what he regarded as his personal "foxhole of the mind." He confided
that he had the ability . to use it effectively. When pressures were so great and
the enemy seemed to be at each tum, he would just close in everything about him,
crawl into this mental foxhole as it were, and find there some kind of relief and
protection. Well, it may have worked for him, but I want to assure you, the Lord
has something far more than just a "foxhole of the mind." His promised refuge is
the secret place to which each of us may resort or flee in our time of need and
urgency. You don' t have to spend an ounce of energy or a ni eke 1' s worth of gas oline to go to the One who is the refuge of our soul's deepest needs.
Next, in verse two, the Psalmist further testifies, "The Lord is my fortress."
1here is an old adage that declares, ''He who dwells in an impregnable fortress will
naturally trust in it." The idea now changes from a peaceful and quiet retreat to
a strong impregnable tower of defense.
God's refuge provides every need imaginab1e and His fortress is there to protect and
to keep. Because of this, you and I can trust fully in Him. We can put our entire
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weight down upon Him. The sad thing is, we know all too well how this works, but
we seldom put into practice the principles which are established for our benefit.
Do you really trust in the Lord?
During the terrible blitz attacks by the Nazis on the city of London during World
War II, people were terrified at the tmsuspecting bombs and rockets which seemed
to fall everywhere. There was one woman, however, who seemed to attend church with
a great calm of soul. When asked the secret she simply replied, "Well, I read in
the Bible that God never .slumbers nor sleeps, so I figure when I go to bed at night
there is no use the both of us staying awake."
Verse three gives us the affirmative declaration, "Surely He (referring to God)
shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence."
This word "surely" again takes us back to the 23rd Psalm. (And there are many
parallels between the 23rd and the 9lst Psalms, although written by different hwnan
authors, the Holy Spirit of course is the one who inspired the words which were
eventually penned.) "Surely" is best translated, "with assurance." Consider all
the types of insurance available to you and your family today. You can get it for
your car, house, television, your own life, against any accident, your heal th, boat,
fire and theft; the possibilities are never-ending.
I read the story of the insurance salesman who was most industrious, trying to sign
up his clients. And his line of sales reasoning went something like this, "Keep
in mind, I'm not like other insurance agents. I'm not going to scare you into buying coverage. You just take this policy home, sleep on it tonight. Then, if you
wake up in the morning, you can give me a call." The insurance, and assurance,
promised here by the Lord, is not offered by any earthly lll1derwriting firm!
We read about "the snare of the fowler." A snare is something that is set into
place in the least expected pathway. It is usually put where the animal or whatever is sought to be entrapped always goes. We need to make up our minds, in the
power of the Holy Spirit, to keep away from the enemy of our souls. God isn't
going to tempt us. This we know from the first chapter of the epistle of James
(12-15). It is because we ourselves become involved. We are enticed by the snare
the devil puts out in a very wiley and crafty manner.
This "fowler" is a very descriptive title for Satan. The devil, the enemy of our
souls, seeks to entangle us in the affairs of this life so that we will get sidetracked. Haven't you often said, when perhaps you couldn't trust your own judgment, something like, "I don't know what happened. I just got all 'fouled up."'
It is easy to go astray when the devil seeks to entrap us.
The Psalmist is literally saying, "No subtle plot shall succeed against one who
has the eyes of the Lord watching for his defense." Isn't it comforting to know
that He who is Spirit can protect us from all evil spirits. He who is irrnnortal can
redeem us from mortal sickness. This deadly pestilence of air can be coupled with
the fatal pestilence of sin.

mdi

Verse four~ further gives us the indication of the
vidual who has been dwelling
in the secret place of the most High. For "He shall cover thee with His feathers,
and lll1der His wings shalt thou trust: His truth shall be thy shield and buckler."
David asked of the Lord in the 17th Psalm, "Keep me as the apple of the eye. Hide
me lll1der the shadow of Thy wings •''
Here again in verse three the Holy Spirit is speaking as He has been in the first
two verses. The rreans of protection suggested are feathers and wings. Consider
the soft and tender warmth this portrays. You can lie down comfortably, without
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getting a headache, on the promises of God. You can find certain comfort
in every one of His blessings which He has so graciously given. If a hen can look
after her little chicks hov much more can our heavenly Father, who knows the end
even from the beginning, take care of us. He knows when the stoTIIlS of life are
coming. You can confidently be covered with His feathers and find protection
under His wings .
Oirist' s wings are for healing and hiding. They conceal us, they protect us, they
refresh us, they nourish us, and His guidance can be cherished confidently. We
can mount up with wings as eagles into a new vista of llllderstanding what the will
of God is for our lives. "They that wait upon the Lord," Isaiah said, "shall renew their strength." Wings are simply appendages which allow flight. If you want
to rise above your circumstances, then rise in the power of the Lord Jesus Oirist
who gives us the ability to trust fully in Him.
Some years ago, a dear saint of God whom we loved to visit, Martha Snell Nicolson,
bedridden for most of her life with arthritis, rhemnatism, Parkinson's disease,
eye trouble and finally cancer, penned these beautiful thoughts concerning the
subject of trust.
"You ask how you learn to trust Him?
lliar child, you must just let go! .
Let go of your frantic worry,
And the fears which plague you so;
Let go of each black tomorrow
Which you try to live today;
Let go of your fevered planning,
He knoweth your way.
Fear not lest your slipping fingers
Let go of the Saviour, too-TTilSting is only knowing
He'll not let go of you!"
When it comes to trust, remember, you can't take a crash course in serenity. It is
something you learn as you abide daily in the presence of the secret place, dwelling with the shadow of God's wings upon you. This is the position He desires for
your life and mine.
Notice the last part of the fourth verse. It says, "His truth shall be thy shield
and buckler." Have we put our full weight down upon His truth? What kind of
truth? There is truth such as Romans 8: 2 8 when problems and difficulties come,
"Knowing that all things work together for good to them who love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose." Truth such as the realization of the
innninent return of Jesus Oirist as Paul encourages Titus, "Looking for that blessed
hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour, Jesus Oirist"
(2:13).
Webster says, "truth is a quality of constancy." . What a picture of God and God
alone who is the same yesterday, today and forever. With Him, according to James,
there is no change, no variableness, neither shadow caused by turning. Now, it's
certainly not hard to find the truth, but what is hard is to keep from rlllllling
away from it once you've found it. Put your faith and trust down deep into the
truths of God's Word. Remember, the New Testament doesn't say, ''You shall know
-the 'rules' and be botmd by them." It encourages us, "You shall know the truth
and the truth shall make you free.''
"I do not ask that He must prove
His Word is true to me;
And that before I can believe
He first must let me see.
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"It is enough for me to know
Tis true because He says 'tis so.
On His Wlchanging word I'll stand,
And trust 'till I can understand."
He has promised in this passage to be our shield and our buckler. A shield reminds us of the fact that we are facing a constant battle. This is clearly taught
in Ephesians six, cautioning us that we wage a continuing warfare. It is not
against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers. And more than this,
the Bib le also wams us that we are met against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. This is why we must use the
whole armor of God. We particularly need the shield of faith (Ephesians 6:16).
Why a shield? Simply because of the fiery darts of the enemy of our souls. Satan
is constantly there to attack us. A shield can protect the most vulnerable place
on your body. It is something that can be moved about instantly and immediately.
The temptations that come to you today may not be the same you had to face ten or
fifteen years ago. You may be far more vulnerable now in some other spot. Even at
that, the faith shield can always be used in the crises of life; applied to ward
off those fiery darts of the wicked one. If it's heavy to carry, if our arms get
tired, then notice what this verse of promise suggests. We are given assurance that
God Himself is going to be the shield, and God Himself is going to be the buckler.
A buckler is nothing more than a type of shield which is usually worn on one of the
arms. This is designed to protect the front part of the body. Figuratively, a
buckler can also refer to an individual who protects the front of the connnanding
officer or the most important man o.f the troops. It is a personal body guard. What
a beautiful picture -this gives us of the Lord Jesus. He personally is our Shield
and Buckler. He is our double armor to take care of any possible problems which
may come. ·
Verse five avows further, "Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night nor for
the arrow that flieth by day." "Night is the congenial hour of horrors," as someone has said, "when alarms walk abroad like beasts of prey or ghouls from among the
tombs. We dream of demons and dire visitants from hell." If you are dwelling in
the secret place of the most High, you don't need to be afraid of the terror by
night.
Fear here means anxiety. It is quite apropos that in the original the word for
anxiety actually rreans "to choke." When you are afraid, when terror has gripped
your heart because of some known or even llllknown obstacle that may face you, you
are literally choking the faith line to God. When you trust Him Who is the light
of the world, you can be sure that there will be no energy crisis. (There is not
even a power "brownout.") God is going to give us the power to defeat the fear
and the agony of heart that can so often wrench us when we are by ourselves in the
dark facing some of these difficulties.
The last part of verse five calls our attention to the arrow that flies by day.
First of all, we have the promise and protection at night and now, here is the
promise for the daytime. In the olden times, an arrow would usually be dipped in
poison before it was let fly to hit the desired target. Another clever and
destructive effort would be generally to coat the arrow with tar and then set it on
fire. Flying noiselessly through the air, these darts would reach the prey,
crippling and bringing death. How blessed it is to keep in mind that these fiery
poisonous darts of the wicked one can never penetrate the protection God has givento us. That is why it's so important to dwell in the secret place. There is much
in our world to make us afraid. But then, there is so much more in our faith to
make us bold for God.
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Other things may cause us to be apprehensive ab out the future. The Ps alrnis t writes
that we needn't have any fear for "the pestilence that walketh in darkness, nor the
destruction that wasteth at noonday." Pestilence means literally to spread, to
spoil to rush upon with some disease. In the New American Standard Bib le, which
.
by the' way, is such a tremendous translation of the Word , th e testimony
means " to
stalk a prey." There is always the thought of the rnknown. We can't see what the
future holds. People are trying to find out everything they can about tomorrow.
To what foolish ends they will go, seeking to satisfy their curiosity. Never lose
this thought: the only One who knows what the future is, is the One with whom
there are no tomorrows, even our loving heavenly Father.
There's an evil pestilence stalking us daily. This darkness pervading the world is
moral and spiritual, as well as physical. At night the soul seems least close to
the body. For the believer, the one dwelling in the secret place of the most High, he
need not fear any pestilence or rnknown enemy. ·
There is also the destruction that may come at noonday. No matter where it is
seen, destruction is a terrible thing! Look back on the pages of history to see
the warfare that has wastefully ruined so many areas of the world. And what for?
Nothing has really been benefited. The destruction here could mean physical as
well as spiritual.
Verse seven of Psalm 91 testifies, "A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten
thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee." Basically, this verse
teaches us that the power of God can allow us to be near danger and yet still be
kept from harm. I think the key to this is in the fourth word which says "fall."
What does the Holy Spirit mean by the use of that term? How does a person "fall?"
There are possibly three different interpretations to this and each of them should
be considered briefly. In Scripture, the word "fall" sometimes refers to those
who spiritually backslide. There is the propensity and capability to sin this way
in all of us. The Psalmist states, "A thousand shall fall at thy side." Now, this
could mean that they would spiritually fall, yet it doesn't appear to be the primary
interpretation.
Look at something else. 1here is the possibility of physically falling. If this
verse were true, how could we ever explain why Oiristian boys, who are truly born
again without question of a doubt, have died during times of war? If it is true,
"that a thousand shall fall at thy side," death shouldn't occur to those who name
the name of Oirist as Saviour.
I do think this has reference to falling eternally. Look at the context. The
Psalmist has been talking about the worries and concerns of life. There are such
things as personal safety, the problem of loneliness, the difficulty of temptation,
fear • • • now we find the ultimate problem facing all of us. This is the most basic
for it is the last spectre of death. In Scripture we are reminded that we are not
to fear the individual who can kill the body but not touch the soul. Our
reverential trust should rather be placed in the Lord Jesus Oirist who can separate
both soul and body in hell. And as you look at this promise, as we dwell in the
secret place of the most High, no believer will ever fall as far as eternity is
concerned.
In the very first Psalm, the fifth verse, there is the definite assurance given,
"Therefore the l.lllgodly shall not stand in the judgment." By that we ooderstand
they will definitely fall. How many people throughout the United States are falling
every day. They are falling into not just physical death, but eternal death, forever separated from the presence of God. So really, what a promise this is! "A
thousand shall fall at thy side and ten thousand at thy right hand." But God will
never allow you to perish. In John 10:28 the Lord Himself declares, "I give rnto
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them (that is, those who by faith have received Christ as Saviour) eternal life,
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand."
In this connection, the trusting heart is promised~ "OJ:ly with. thii:e. eyes shalt
thou behold and see the reward of the wicked." Tins sight, this v~.sion, re"'!eals
both the justice as well as the mercy of God. The Lord. allows _us JUSt a gl11n.I?se
of the reward of the wicked: those who shall not stand in the Judgment .. He l~fts
the veil, as it were. For the believer, we are only going to see what is takrng
place. ''Only with thine eyes sha'.l t thou behold.''
A new thought is presented now in verse nine. "Because thou hast made the Lord,.
which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation." Our total go~ and desire
should be to make it a point to dwell in the secret place of the most _High.
Sometimes we have no choice as to where we live. We have no opportunity to make a
difference or a change in our job, in our physical appearance, in ?UT socia~ re~
lationships, or in our financial standing. But that is not ~rue_with_dwelling in
the secret place of the most High. Everyone of us has a choice in this regard.
We can either do it, or refuse to do it. If we make the dwelling of our lives in
the secret place of the most High, this is what God is going to do for us. Everything that follows from here on out in this chapter is all ours.
There is only one thing better than knowing Christ as your personal Saviour. That
is dwelling constantly and continually in His daily presence. Each one of us has
to make room for this type of experience. No one can do it for you. God certainly
isn't going to force you to live in His house or to dwell in the secret place of
the most High. You have to want to do it yourself.
Notice, "Because thou hast made the Lord, 'Yahweh'." TI1is was the sacred name of
God. It was the name the children of Israel didn't even pronotmce because it was
so precious to them. God gives us the very best of everything. I wonder, do you
enjoy staying at God's house, or is it just another experience of life? His
habitations suggest that it is something to be done regularly and continually.
Where is your refuge? Where do you go in times of need? Spiritual success requires consecration without any reservation whatsoever.
It is important to realize that the word "because" links up the ideas which follow.
Pecause we have made the Lord our habitation, then "there shall no evil befall
thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling." This verse cannot stand
alone. You can't simply say, "There's not going to be any evil that will ever
touch me. There's not going to be any disease that will get into our home." That
just isn't true or even realistic. The promise must be coupled with the fact that
iye have made the Lord our habitation. Evil cannot touch us so long as we are dwelling
in th~ pr~sence of God. If you get out of fellowship with the Lord, if you are not
dwe~lin~ i~ the_ secret place of the most High, don't expect that you are going to
avoid difficulties and_pro?lerns. You cannot claim verse ten llllless you have made the
Lor~ your constant ha?itation. There are many 20th century plab~l.es sweeping over
tJ:e land today. I thi~ we hav: a plague of irnmorali ty, filth, pornographic
literature, and sensualism. Th~s all seeFs ~o cover our nation and peoples as a
flood. 1'\e need not be deluged if we are making the Lord our habitation.
Verse l~ has. a further promise given, and it is indeed a fascinating one. "For He
shall give H~s ai:ge~s charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways." This is one
of the most intriguing verses in the Bible. First of all, we find here the subject
of God's protection on our behalf. TI1en, too, this is the verse quoted or perhaps
.
we s h ou ld say " misquoted"
by Satan in the temptation of the Lord Jesus. ' Think
about angels and what they mean to us. 1'\ebster's best definition of this states that
angels are celestial beings, superior to man in power and intelligence, and are
supeTilatural messengers of God. For a non-biblical source I believe that's a good
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definition. The primary thing that impresses itself upon me concerning angels is
the obvious fact that none of them, not a single one, has ever been or will ever be
redeemed. God has made no provision whatsoever for their salvation. Angels form
an ordered lfili ty. We know that Michael is the name of one of their leaders. He
is called in Daniel 12:1 "the great prince," and at the end of the Bible, in the
book of Revelation (12:7), we find that other angels are led by him. So there is
an ordered lil1i ty among these heavenly forces. Angels are mentioned about 300 times
in Scripture. If the Bib le speaks of them so often, we certainly ought to concern
ourselves with their ministry to us, as well as for the reason that we will be
spending the rest of eternity with them.
There is another interesting point. One particular heavenly messenger is mentioned
on a mnnber of occasions in the Old Testament. He is described as "the Angel of
the IDRD," such as Exodus 3: 2. NCM this term usually refers to the pre- incarnate
appearance of Jesus Christ. These manifestations are what are known in theology as
theophanies.
With out question, we can look forward to seeing many more angels as they accompany
Christ at His return. That will be the time when we are ushered into the very
presence of our Saviour.
Between the nativity and the resurrection there are only two appearances of angels.
First of all, there was the time at the beginning of the way to the cross when our
Lord Jesus was tempted (we read that in the fourth chapter · of Matthew and again in
the fourth chapter of Luke). After the temptation, the Lord meeting Satan
victoriously, angels came and ministered lfilto Him. I wonder if you've ever had
angels minister to you.
Then, the second appearance of angels in the light of our Lord's life, was at the
culmination of His ministry in Gethsemane. This was just before He went to the
cross. There we read that more than twelve legions of angels stood ready to
deliver Him from His enemies. A legion represented 6,000 men and that meant that
with 12 legions there were 72,000 angels standing by, ready to be called into service by the Lord should He desire them. But the beautiful aspect of it all is that
He went the way to Calvary alone so that He might pay the complete price for your
sins and mine.
We're also clearly warned in Scripture not to worship angels. Colossians 2:18 tells
us this because angels are really messengers who are sent by God. In Hebrews, the
first chapter, we are asked the rhetorical question, "Are they not all ministering
spirits?" One Bible scholar gave his literal view on this by connnenting, "Angels
are simply the domestic servants of the saints." The problem is we so seldom take
full advantage of their usefulness. The real truth about this tremendous force of
God's power needs to be l.Il1derstood. In Scripture there is no indication that
angels are male or female. The Bible does use the masculine gender when it refers
to angels. So I think the pictures some have drawn of effeminate, ethereal forces
is entirely erroneous. Angels have l.Il1believable power because they are ordained
and appointed as created beings by God.
In this verse, notice that God is going to give His "angels," not singular but
plural, "charge over thee to keep thee in all thy ways." I recall hearing
Dr. James McGinley one day at the Church of the Open Door telling about his travels
along the highway with Dr. Louis T. Talbot. They were in Dr. Talbot's brand new
Nash (this goes back a few years as you can well appreciate) •
Dr. McGinley,
in his broad Scottish accent, observed, "When Dr. Talbot gets his Nash going 70 miles
an hour, two people want to get out: me and my gu~rdi~ angel." (Many of the people
were acquainted with the way Dr. Talbot drove. His IDlnd was us1:1ally c?mpl~tely
absorbed on the sermon he was going to deliver when he got to his destination.)
But what the Psalmist here is telling us isn't just ~ guardian angel. Notice it's

15

in the plural.

I like that!

There is only one yoo, but there are many of them!

Then, too, the angels are the bodyguards of saints. Following our Lord's victory
over the devil at the time of temptation, the Bible definitely points out that
angels cane and ministered tm to Him. I 'd like to ask .you, how long has it been
s .i nce angels came and ministered to you? Have you heard · them in your life at any
time because instead of yielding to temptation you have been strong and victorious
in the Lord? We need their power, their strength, their encouragement, their help
since they are messengers of good from God.
The last part of this verse must not be overlooked either. Mark the four words,
"in all thy ways." In Proverbs 3:5 and 6 it gives us the practical testimony by
wise Solomon, ''Trust in the Lord with all thy heart, and lean not to thine own
tmderstanding. In all thy ways aclmowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths."
God has pointed out to us a very practical reminder, "For my ways are not your
ways, saith the Lord." "There is a way which seems right to a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death." Don't lose the way. My friend, if you are out of
God's way then you are out of your own way for there are only two ways in life.
Remember that. Not many ways but just two. It must be either God's way or the
de vi 1' s • Not God's way , your way and the devil 's , but just God's way and the
devil's. Satan may have re-read tills 9lst Psalm the day of the temptation of our
Saviour. The record is given in both Matthew four and Luke four. He sought to
urge the Lord that He could overcone any difficulty. He vainly pointed out,
''Haven't you read from Scripture where it says very plainly, 'He shall give his
angels charge over thee to keep thee, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against
a stone'?" Looking again at Psalm 91, did you get that? He left out those four
vital words, "In all thy ways." These just can't possibly be left out because
the ways we' re to follow must be the ways of God. The important good news is that
when you are following the ways of God you needn't fear what man can do to you.
While we're talking about the subject of angels just for a moment more, let me
mention the negative aspect which deals with demons. I believe these are represented by the angelic force which perhaps, at the time of Satan's fall as Lucifer, the
bright and shining star of the monling, followed· him in pride and lack of submission. In II Peter the 2nd chapter, verse 4, and in Jude the sixth verse, we
read that there are some of these angels which are now chained, being kept for the
final judgment of God. You see, originally the Lord didn't create hell for man.
It was to be the final destination of the devil and his demonic forces. This is
forcefully pointed out to us in Matthew 25:41, and again in Revelation 20:10.
But keep in mind, there are also angels, fallen angels or demons, who are now loose.
We know this from the experience of the maniac of Gadara who had been possessed by a
legion of demons. Finally our blessed Lord cast them out. We know, too, from the
book of James that -the demons also believe in the power and reality of Oirist, and
their hair literally "stands on end" because of it. One further thing is that we
are told in I Corinthians the sixth chapter, verse three, that we will some day
judge the angels. That really, for the moment, goes .beyond the mind's comprehension.
In relationship to our dwelling in the secret place of the most High, just what will
the angels do on our behalf? Specifically, verse twelve tells us, "They shall bear
thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against. a stone." The idea for
being borne up by angelic hands is a beautiful teaching of Scripture. "Though he
stl.Ullble, yet shall he not be utterly cast down." And, "Let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall."
Little five year old Betty heard the frightening, overpowering noise of th~der. To
comfort her she was told by her mother that the great clap of volume was simply a
result of the angels making their beds. · This seemed to satisfy, at least for the
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moment. Then, after one evening's severe storm she was especially disturbed. The
next morning, following this thunder and lightning attack, little Betty reasoned,
"Momrrw, I didn't mind the noise when the angels ma~e their beds last night, but I
sure didn't like it when they couldn't make up the1 r minds whether to tum the
lights on or off." The information given this youngster really wasn't too helpful!
Basically, let's keep in mind that the angels have only our best interests at heart •
.And in this verse, as well as information gleaned from other parts of Scripture, we
have to realize that there is no indication of angels being provided for unbelievers. Rather, I'm firmly convinced that unbelievers are more subjected to the
forces of demonic power.
Going on in our study, verse 13 promises, "Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder:
the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet." To be sure, there are
bold opponents and treacherous adversaries facing every Christian. The strongest
foe in power and the most mysterious and cunning are both represented in this verse,
"the lion and the snake." What more descriptive words could be used by the Spirit
of God to picture the enemy of our souls, even Satan. He is a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. He is a clever serpent who desires to beguile us even as
he did Adam and Eve long ago. But although the devil himself nibbles at our heels,
yet in Christ Jesus we have the assurance and the blessed hope of bruising the devil
completely underfoot.
The adder by translation is a picture of the Egyptian cobra. And Egypt of course
in Scripture symbolically represents the world. So, here we have not only the
force of Satan, but also the insidious forces of the world. Both can be turned
aside when an ·individual is dwelling in the secret place of the most High.
Verse 14 gives us the assurance that because "he, (that is, the individual who's
dwelling in the secret place of the most High) has set his love upon me, I will set
him on high, because he hath known My name." This is the Lord speaking. First of
all, it is not because we deserve to be kept, but rather with all our imperfections we can truly love Jesus Christ. The promises of God according to Paul
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, are to all who love Christ's appearing.
Do we really love the thought of His nearness;--cro we take advantage of His closeness; or is it just something we endure?
These words, "set his love" means simply the bending of all our own energies to
one specific end, and that is an intensive single-hearted love. There is a broadcasting story going around about a radio talk show which had as its particular
theme on this single occasion the subject of apathy. The report states that the
program was a complete flop, the reason being no one bothered to call in.
Yes, there is a lot of apathy which is readily apparent in the lives of believers.
This can be especially true when it comes to the subject of personal, devoted love
for God.
We as parents, on the human plane, so often are in error because we buy things for
our children when what they really need is just us and our love. But don't we
often treat God in this same way? Reirember, He doesn't want our pocketbooks. He
doesn't want our time. He doesn't want our service. These things, of course, must
come, and do come in proper order. But what he primarily desires is the one thing
we so often fail to give Him. The only thing you can do for God, and you can do
it no matter where you live, no matter where you work, no matter what your position
is at this moment, and that is, love Him.
When we set our love upon the Lord, this verse gives us the assured promise, "I
will deliver him." What is your need today for deliverance? Are you in a "rut?"
Do you feel confined and even imprisoned in your home, your job, your school or
wherever you may be? God wants to deliver you no matter what the problem or
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cirrumstances may be. He goes even a step further, "I will set him on high." The
New American Standard Bible puts it more definitely, "I have set him serurely on
high." It's in the past tense. You see, Gcx:l looks at the position He's going to
give us as though it's already done. You don't have to wonder; it is exactly what
He is going to do. He will put you in His heights, an inaccessible lofty place
of security and peace. Make sure you don't try to do this yourself. If you do,
you'll surely fall. There is nothing more odious than a person who tries to
elevate himself. God is the one who puts up one and sets down another. And unless
we have our love focalized intently upon Him we can never know what it means to be
set on high.
The last part of this verse adds that God does all of this for us, "because He has
known my name." The greatest compliment you can possibly pay people is to remember their name. I think of the fellow who tried to introduce his wife after a
long £lo.very speech about all of her achieveirents, only to trap himself in the
connnent, "Nobody ireans more to me than what's-her-name."
Do you know God's name?

To know ireans to trust and to believe. What does the
Lord's name mean to you? The Jews kept Jehovah's name so sacred that it was too
holy even to be pronounced. I wonder, if you were arrested for being a Christian,
would there be enough evidence to bring you to trial, IIRlch less to convict you?
Have you used the name of God enough so that others would be fully aware of your
relationship to Him? That's something to ponder!
In verse 15 we have the Lord further reminding us, "He shall call upon me, and I
will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honor him."
It is correct that saints are first called of God, and then they are to call ~
God. This is the vital relationship no one else can fulfill. It's extremely
personal and entirely between you and the Lord.
God says all we have to do is call upon Him and He will answer us. Now keep in
mind that the word "answer" here doesn't mean necessarily that He is going to grant
us everything we want. It's not always an acquiescence to what we feel is the best
for us that colfilts ! No parent in his right mind would think of granting his · child
every request the youth might ask. It just wouldn't be for his own good. The Lord
certainly knows what we need and He will provide.
In the interesting publication, "Children's Letters to God" one little boy pens,
"Dear Lord, is it OK to talk to you even when I don't want anything? Love, Eric."
He expresses soirething which is a potent lesson we need to learn! The problem is
that we're so used to going to God only when it is something we feel we must have
rather than just meeting with Him in love. After all, prayer isn't conquering
God's reluctance, but rather it is laying hold of His willingness. The Bible says
He wants to do exceeding abundantly above all that we could ask or think.
I read about a man who was in a very serious stonn while on the high seas. He felt
the only thing he could possibly do was to pray. So he intoned, "Dear Lord, I
haven't asked anything of you for 15 years. You know that. If you answer me now and
get this ship back to land safely, I promise you I' 11 not bother you for another 15
years." There are many people who treat our heavenly Father in this same manner.
True prayer is not just a way of talking, it's a way of walking • • • by faith; it is
really a way of life • . It is not just an emergency detour.
In the New .Anerican Standard Bible, the translation has it that "God will resrue us
in the tire of need." Dr. J. H. Jowett came to a point in his life when he was facing
a very perplexing situation. He didn't know what do do and h~ couldn't seem to find
an answer. So he went to a spiritual friend of his and e:xpla~ed the pro~lem. Concluding the report he posed the question, ''What would you do if you were in my place
next week?" His friend wisely answered, "Well, I don't know, but the fact of the
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matter is, you' re not there either." You see, the Lord knows exactly what He
is doing and when He'll do it. Real patience means waiting without worrying, knowing that God will supply whatever need we have just at the right time. The Lord
will deliver us and will honor us for our faithfulness.
Then the final verse of this wonderful 9lst chapter of the book of Psalms gives us
a very beautiful word of assurance, "With long life will I satisfy him, and shew
him :My salvation." What a tremendously interesting statement concerning the
verified promise of life. For the one who has placed his faith and trust in
the Lord Jesus Christ, whether he dies young or old, make no mistake, he will be
quite satisfied with life and, at God's call, quite content to leave it.
You remember the apostle Paul testified to the believers at Philippi, "For to me,
to live is Christ, and to die is gain." He felt that he was really hedged in between two positions. He enjoyed living because it gave him the opportunity to
testify for the Lord; but he also enjoyed the thought of going to be in the
presence of Jesus Christ. He didn't look upon it as an escape from his problems.
So often we sigh and think, "Oh, maybe the Lord will come." We really mean something far different than what Paul was talking about. Basically, it would be a
means of getting around a difficult situation facing us. This wasn't the apostle's
philosophy at all.
The "long life" is an interesting situation. If it's true · that Moses, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, wrote this Psalm, and there's little doubt that he
probably did (along with the 90th Psalm and a nunber of others), then we could
attribute to him the statement which testifies "three-score and ten years are a
man's life span." He goes on in the 90th Psalm to say, "and if by reason of
strength they be four score years, yet is their strength labor and sorrow for it is
soon cut off and we fly away."
Anybody who is up beyond 70 years of age knows that each day could be on borrowed
time. It might be that God will call you before you finish reading these thoughts.
And, if not, you realize that the body suffers from more aches and pains than it
did some years ago. Moses also pointed out in this preceding chapter, "We spend our
years as a tale that is told."
Horatius Bonar wrote:
"He liveth long who liveth well!
All other life is short and vain:
He liveth longest who can tell
Of living most for heavenly gain.
"He liveth long who liveth well!
All else is being flung away;
He liveth longest who can tell
Of true things truly done each day."
The last phrase reminds us that the Lord will show us His salvation. What a perfect
way to climax the chapter.. 111is undoubtedly is the greatest of all blessings. The
New American Standard Bible declares, "And I will let him behold :My salvation."
.Another translation has it, "And I will show them how I can save."
Nav by definition, Webster says that "salvation is the saving of man from the
spiritual consequences of sin; deliverance from sin and eternal damnation through
the atonement of Christ; redemption." That's excellent, isn't it?
Basically, as this verse teaches, the adage is so very practical which declares,
"The truest end of life is to know the life that really never ends." · If you have
only been born once in this world, then that means you are going to die twice,
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physically and spiritually. You will be ete111ally separated from God. On the
other hand, if you have been born twice, physically and spiritually from above,
through faith in Jesus Olrist, then you will only die once, physically-- and possibly
not even then if the Lord comes beforehand. Hew many times have you been born?
God wants to satisfy you with His life. And that life is eternal, never-ending. I
can be assured of the fact, however, that the Lord is going to satisfy me with all
the experiences of life as I place my faith and trust in Him. Nothing on earth of
the flesh can truly satisfy. That is why the Lord Jesus said the blessings of a
man's life consist not in the ablIDdance of things which he possesses. With my
heart firmly set upon Jesus Olrist, He is going to satisfy me and provide the
necessary strength.
In closing, · there are six interesting "I Wills" beginning at verse 14 and continuing through the end of the chapter.- All of these things God has promised
definitely to do, and they are based upon that earlier testimony found at the start
of verse 14. "Because he," that is the individual Olristian, "has set his love
upon Me,'' the Lord, then he can expect these things to take place.
First of all, verse 14, "I will deliver him." This is the promise of preservation
and security. All you have to do is go back and look at the dangers of the preceding verses. Of the lion, the snake, the dragon, and all of the other vicissitudes of life. The second promise is "I will set him on high." This suggests both
power and perspective for life which the Lord gives. Then in verse 15 the promise
is "I will answer." Here showing that our prayers can get through in perfect
communion with our heavenly Father.
The fourth I will is God's promise to be with us in trouble. There is personal
companionship even amid the loneliness and depressions of life. David could say,
"Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil."
God is going to be with me in trouble. The fifth I will is the promise of deliverance and honor, showing appreciation, prestige, and protection. And finally,
the promise for contentment, "I will satisfy."
An anonymous Confederate soldier penned these words, "I wished for all things that
I might enjoy life, but instead I was granted life that I might enjoy all things."
God wants to satisfy us not only with the things of life, but more importantly
with Himself.
Suppose you had a bank that credited to your accomt each morning $86 ,400. At the
same time the bank carried over no balance from day to day and every evening would
cancel out whatever part of that amount you had failed to use, then what would you
do? Corrnnon sense would tell you to draw out every cent. As a matter of fact, you
have such a bank and its name is "Time." Every morning the Lord credits you
with 86 ,400 seconds and at night rules off as a loss whatever of this treasure you
have failed to invest to a good purpose. There is absolutely no going back. There
is no drawing against tomorrow. You have to live iri the present. Therefore, invest
your fleeting moments well so that in eternity you will have no regrets about time.
Recognizing the gravity of our responsibility we say with another of the Psalmists,
"Lord, make ire to know mine end and the measure of my days" (39:4).
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"Concerning the future, how important is the pre-millennial view as compared
with the a-millennial?"

A. There are three views concerning our Lord's corning earthly reign. The third is
post-millennial. 'Ibis idea holds that the world is getting better and better,
eventually everything will be Christianized and there will be no war but a thousand
years of peace. The a-millennial's position holds that there is to be no literal
earthly kingdom, stating that a thousand years with the Lord is as a day, and a day
as a thousand years. They teach that when the Lord comes again immediately He will
set up His eternal reign. Here at Biola, we hold to the pre-millennial view. We
believe that the Lord is coming before His thousand year earthly reign to take away
His Bride, the Church, to be with Him in glory. A correct position on this point is
important because it involves the whole interpretation of the Bible. As to an
earthly reign, this was clearly taught in the early church as well as in Judaism as
the people looked for the corning of their Messiah. In Revelation 19 we see Christ
coming as King of kings and Lord of lords. His actual reign is shown in chapte.r 20,
as well as in ITillltiplied passages of the Old Test~nt.
Q.

"Please explain Zechariah 3:3.

When did Joshua's garment become filthy?"

A. The prophecy of this great leader after the captivity is the longest of the postcaptivity prophecies. In his first six chapters he has a number of visions and in
these he is prophesying what God expects of Israel when they come back from their
captivity. He wan ts them to live in comformi ty to His will. They are warned again
and again of the grave dangers in departing from His truth. One of the visions is
that of the high priest Joshua. This doesn't refer to Israel's leader following
Moses' death. This was a much later time by some centuries. He was the spiritual
leader of the people, even as Zerubbabel was the political. Chapter four shows their
ministry to the nation. Now, what is God giving this vision to Joshua for? To show
that Joshua represents the nation by virtue of his office and as high priest. Joshua
is the representative person of all the people. This is why his office is emphasized. When the garments are referred to as being filthy, sinful and having departed from the Lord, it is a picture totally out of keeping with what the high
priest should really be like. His were to be garments of glory and beauty. Their
whiteness and purity were to represent the lfilsoiled character God expected of them
in their spiritual lives. So, the purpose of this vision was to show how Israel,
chosen by God, had become besmudged or filthy as represented in Joshua's garments.
The term in the original is the strongest word for filth in all the physical realm.
It should remind us all of the terrible stench of sin in the nostrils of the living
God. There is an apt application to our lives. When Joshua was :eceived. and
cleansed then Israel would be received and cleansed. Thank God his name 1~ the
equivalent in Hebrew of Jesus in the Greek. This pictures our blessed Saviour who
took on Him.5elf all of our sins and put them away at Calvary.
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Q. ''What does Mark 9:44 irean when it says, 'their wonn dieth not and the fire is
not quenched'? Is that speaking of literal fire?"

A. Here our Lord is warning about Hell or Gehenna. Read the entire context to
see the setting. He is speaking about the innnaterial part of man. This has been
taken generally by Bible expositors to irean man's conscious memory. It never
ceases. The statement most certainly refers to literal fire. Remember, there are
a number of types of fire here on earth. It seems to worry some that this could
not be literal since the individual involved is not constuned. The same God who
put the consuming quality in fire is the One who can overrule such type of action.
This is a picture of the Lord's actual punishment of the lfilsaved. It is eternal
and there is absolutely no reversal of it.
Q. "I feel that Benjamin Franklin was a Christian and may have been a prophet in
that God led him to the discovery of electricity. Certainly this has served to
help spread the Gospel all over the world. What are your views?"

A. Deism, which holds that God created all things but that everything is now working according to set laws, was a view widely held in early colonial days. It was
as though God were in a far cotmtry and no longer would intervene in the affairs of
man. Such is far from what the Bible actually teaches. We believe that the Lord
created all things but that God is ennninent in His creation even today. People can
only come to Him through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Our personal salvation is
not through any efforts of our own. Benjamin Franklin, from all reports , must have
been a typical deist of his day. There is no indication that he was a born again
Christian. While Franklin's discoveries were certainly outstanding and commendable,
there have been many others who have done similarly great things. Consider Thomas
Edison who made electricity so practical. There have been many inventors who have
done a great deal to make living more comfortable for us • .This certainly doesn't
make them prophets of God. We honor Benjamin Franklin because of his work and
achieveirents, and as one of the great founding fathers of this nation.
"Could you explain 'soul travel'? Could there be a psychological danger in
such rredi tati on when people appear to be in a trance?''

Q.

A. There are some individuals who claim that they can make certain parts of their
being move off into another place. Without question, we are living in the last days
of the church age. The epistles of the New Testarrent multiply different
characteristics and signs of this fact. The Lord could return at any moirent. We
can expect a great upsurge in the spreading of error and spiritist activities
(I John 4:1). John connects false prophets with false spirits which have gone out
into the world. It is dangerous to make himself available to the devil and his
demons. We believe that there is definite psychological danger to so-called
"meditation" of this type. Certainly there is definite spiritual danger because
consorting with spirits is a practice absolutely forbidden in the Word of God.
Why seek guidance from those who know no more than you do in their own natural
area? We can know all we need to know if we are in conformity with God's will,
walking in obedience to His Word. The Lord will reveal to us through Scripture the
deep things of eternal truth.
Q. ''Why do people ask others to pray for them?
pray for themselves?"

Won't God answer if they simply

A. Certainly the Lord will answer if a person prays for himself. Our loving
heavenly Father always answers prayer according to His infinite and sovereign will.
Sometiires we mistake an answer of "No" or "Wait" by thinking that He doesn't hear
us. We must connnit our burden or request to the Lord, confident that He desires
to do exceeding ablildantly above all we could ask or think. You must have more ·
faith in God than you have in your prayers. The Lord will always do the right
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thing. Sonetimes an answer may be postponed, but you may be sure that it is only
for our own good. It is properly scriptural to ask others to pray for you
(Ephesians 6:18-20). Paul frequently asked those in churches where he had
ministered to pray for him and his co-workers (II Thessalonians 3: 1- 2). The sane
nessage was given by Janes (5 :16). The Saviour Himself encouraged us to "bear one
another's burdens." The exhortation is practical for otherwise we might become
even more self-centered. Keep in mind, the' Lord could easily answer all of our
prayers even before we ask. He wants us, however, to talk with Him, and to enjoy
fellowship together. There is no more important connnunion than the time we take
to be alone with the Saviour.
Q. "Do you feel that God gives His children dreams and visions to tell them
certain things? In other words, is the Bible sufficient or is there something
special that we need?"
A. Never forget that the Word of God is complete and needs no additional material
to provide the means by which God can speak to His children. There have been times
when the Lord has shown lillbelievers, in lillique ways, their need of His eternal
salvation. We see this from passages such as Job 33 :14-27. God does this so that
a person may ultimately be redeemed and not go to perdition. Certainly He doesn't
need to resort to such means, but on occasions in the past, He has. .As a basis of
reasoning, consider the fact that if these who claim to have special revelations
say exactly what the Bible tells us, then why do we need them? And if they say the
opposite of what the Bible teaches, if they deviate in any particular manner, then
we know they are wrong. We should not listen to them. Either way, dreams, visions
and revelations are wholly and totally lillnecessary. The Lord speaks to us through
His Word and it is God's delight as a loving heavenly Father to talk to His
children.
Q. "Does the Bible definitely state that the Holy Spirit is an entity separate and
apart from God the Father and God the Son? If so, where do we find that?"
A. Here at Biola we are trinitarians. We believe that there is one God,
eternally manifest in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. These three are
One, the sane in substance and equal in power and glory. We are not lillitarian.
We do not believe that there is one God and that Jesus Olrist is re rely a man, although He may have been the best man who ever lived. We do not believe that the
Holy Spirit is simply an influence. At the same time, we are not polytheists; we
do not believe that there are three Gods. We believe the Bible states this just as
clearly as is possible for human words to present. In Matthew 28:19-20 we have the
testimony, "Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." Here the Holy Spirit is referred to in exactly the same manner as the Father and the Son. He is an entity
entirely apart from the Son and the Father. John 16:7 is a tremendously significant passage, "Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: It is expedient for you that I
.go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come lillto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you." The Comforter is simply another word for the Holy
Spirit. In verse 12 He is referred to as "the Spirit of truth." The personal pronoun, "He," is used time and time again referring to the Holy Spirit. In this
section we have the Son talking about the Father and promising the Holy Spirit.
Some other references you may want to look up are Psalm 139:7-10; I Cor. 2:10-11;
II Cor. 13:14; and Rev. 2:7. No finite being could ever hope to lillderstand the
mystery of the Trinity ·. It deals with an infinite subject. We would be prestunptuous beyond words if we claim to lillderstand it totally or if we refuse to
accept it. Thank God we can accept this truth by faith.
Q. "Please explain the parable in Luke 16:1-13. Wasn't the steward who is referred to here being further dishonest? Why did his lord corrnnend him even though
he was dishonest? Quite frankly, I simply can't lillderstand verse nine."
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A. In studying parables, always remember what the main point is being presented.
A good definition to remember is that parables are earthly symbols to portray
heavenly meanings. In the 16th chapter of Luke, apart from verses 14-18 dealing
with matters of covetousness and divorce, there are two very remarkable pas sages.
One shows the right use and the other the wrong use of money. The chief steward
had everything of the household entrusted to him. Suddenly, it came to the
attention of the rich man that his servant had been less than careful about his responsibilities. This is why he called for a real good accolillting of what was taking
place. Knowing he was being "called on the carpet," the steward thought, "How can I
salvage my miserable condition?
I haven't been doing what I should." In a further
act of dishonesty he offered a special payback rate to those who owed money to his
employer. He let the debtors discount their obligations to get the books settled.
Many misread the eighth verse thinking erroneously that the word "lord" should be
capitalized. This would be wrong for it is the owner of the goods, or the steward's
employer. The Saviour didn't do the corrunending. The rich man was not advocating
dishonesty but rather commending the wisdom of the steward in knowing how properly
to use money. The right use of funds here on earth is to win friends and to do good
to others. This is the point of this whole parable. Verse 9 brings the turning
point of the whole parable, "And I say mto you, Make to yourselves friends by means
of the money of lillrighteousness, that, when it fails, they may receive you illlto
everlasting habitations." There was one thing that steward did right. He realized
what money could accomplish when it's used to its highest purpose. "The money of
lillrighteousness" rreans the same as "filthy lucre" as we read in the epistles. So
many people come by it and use it lillrighteous ly. This passage teaches us that the
best thing to do with money is to use it in a way that will glorify God through the
salvation of souls to the ends of the earth.

Q. "How can people go to heaven when they die if later we are to meet Christ in the
air?"
A. Keep in mind the difference between a man's body and his soul or spirit.
II Corinthians 5:5 assures us that when a believer dies his spirit goes to be with
the Lord, al though his body may go to the grave. You see, the spirit of a man is
what he really is. The body is only the tabernacle in which we live. It is not indicated anywhere in Scripture as to what the nature of the spirit really is and what
form it might take. When the Lord comes again, as we read in such passages as
I Thessalonians 4:13-18, our bodies will be resurrected, if we have died in the Lord,
and be reunited with our spirits. At that time we are given resurrection bodies
(Phil. 3:21). I Corinthians 15:51-52 reminds us that this will all take place faster
than "the twinkling of an eye." The heavens will really be the Christian's future
playground.
Q. "Did Jesus shed all of His blood on the cross or only a portion of it? And
where is His blood today?"

A. Some individuals speak of the blood of Christ in a very materialistic way relative
to quantity. There is no indication in the Bible that the Lord Jesus shed every
single drop of His blood on the cross. Certainly enough of it was lost so that
death ensued. This is the real rreaning in "the shedding of blood." Not every single
drop was required. As a matter of fact, one drop would have sufficed. The important thing is that He gave His life. It is the preciousness of His blood, the
quality rather than the quantity (I Peter 1 :19). It was human blood in the body of
a Person who was both divine and human. No one really knows where that blood is today. The atonement has been completed and this is the important transaction we need
to keep in mind.
Q.

"Who were the two rren who witnessed Jesus' ascension as recorded in Acts 1:10?"

A.

Scripture does not give us that specific answer.
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It would only be supposition

to make any kind of an estimation. There is an interesting phrase found in this
verse you have mentioned, "While they looked steadfastly toward heaven." What a
sight to behold, such as no one had ever seen before. Ouist was ascending
majestically upward until a cloud received Him out of their sight. 1his doubtless
wasn't just an ordinary cloud but rather the same sort of cloud which hovered over
the tabernacle during the wilderness wanderings of the children of Israel. 1his
represented the shekinah glory of God. In Revelation 1:7 we read of the Saviour's
return and that "He cometh with clouds." The two who were the witnesses were angelic
beings in the form of human flesh. They asked the believers gathered there, "Why
stand ye gazing into heaven?" The disciples were brought back to reality after they
had seen that magnificent, transcendent view of the resurrected Saviour.
Q. "Matthew 19 :24 suggests that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than it is for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. While I take this
literally, yet I heard someone say that a needle's eye was used to mean a small hole
in a city's wall. Could this view be documented by ancient history?"

A. First of all, study any question concerning Scripture by reading the entire context. This statement really begins in Matthew 19:16 and continues through verse 26.
The rich yotmg ruler had come to Jesus to find out what was required to have eternal
life. In his quest, this man made four mistakes. 1he first was about the person of
Christ. He called Him, "Good Master." The Saviour must be more than just a Master.
He is God incarnate in the flesh. He is God the Son who came to this earth to die
for sinful man. The second mistake is noted in his words, "What good thing shall I
do that I might have eternal life?" As getting to heaven is concerned, there is a
most erroneous view abroad that one can do something to gain salvation. This can
never be earned by works. This is why Jesus confronted the man with the high demands
of the law. His third mistake was ·about himself in that he thought he had kept the
law. He was oblivious to an individual's inner keeping of the law. He was instructed,
"Come follow rre; give your treasure to the poor." Instead of practicing what he felt
he had attained, that young man went away sorrowful for he had great possessions.
Finally, his fourth mistake was in not heeding the word of the Lord who specifically
told him, "Come, and follow l\1e." Scripture gives us no indication that this young man
ever received Christ as Saviour. 1his certainly grieved the Lord. He explained to
His disciples, "Verily I say unto you that a rich man shall with difficulty enter into
the kingdom of heaven." How tragic to be bound by wealth. A man's life doesn't consist of "things." In giving them this first-hand illustration, the disciples learned
that only with God are all things possible. When speaking of the camel and the
needle's eye, Christ was using what is often referred to in literature as a hyperbole.
In this way the disciples could see the actual ridiculous character of anyone who tries
to get to heaven by his own works. In the original Greek it referred to a sewing
needle. Al though some have sought to make this mean an actual entrance into the
temple, the application is the same. There is absolutely no room to go to heaven on
the merits of one's own achievements and activities. Salvation is only and always
based on a personal knowledge of Christ as Saviour.
"Can you explain John 4:24?
truth'?"

Q.

How can a person really worship 'in spirit and in

A. This passage is in connection with the woman of Samaria at the well and how our
Lord dealt with her. The truths contained herein are rich in spiritual application
and inspiration. First of all, we must come sincerely and with a contrite heart.
We should make certain that all extraneous though ts are kept out of our minds as we
seek the Saviour with our whole being. There has to be a recognition that He is God
and Lord of all. As we worship Him we realize that He is "the Way, the ~ruth and the
Life." All truth res ides in and stems from Him. He is the Author and Giver of. every
truth, as well as every good and perfect gift. We apI?roach ~im. in love . as . a child
would come to his earthly father. It is in simple faith believing. This is the only
way the Lord can bless those who come to Him.
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The Biola Basketball and Volleyball Camps are put on each year
to develop confidence, physical strength, skills and proper
ideals in young boys and girls through sports and Christian
guidance.
·
Our camp has a qualified staff cousisting of Howard Lyon,
Biola Basketball Coach, Ivan Schuler, Assistant Coach, and
Connie Throneberry, Women's Basketball Coach along with a
Biola student counselor/coach for each group of eight campers.
To assure individual attention, the maximum for each camp
will be 56 campers.

WHERE AND WHEN?
On the Biola campus in La Mirada during the following dates:

Boys Camps
Grades
Grades
Grades
Grades

5,6,7
8,9,10
8,9,10
11,12,13

June
June
July
July

23--June
30--July
14--July
21--July

29
6
20
27

Girls Camp
Grades 7--13

July 7--July 13

For Registration Information:
Biola Basketball Camps
13800 Biola Avenue
La Mirada, California 90639
(213) 941-3224

Biola College
La Mirada, California

